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Webster sworn in as director of CIA

By Julie Johnson
Yy

Washington Bureau of The Sun-g A

LANGLEY. Va. -- FBIi Director
Willlam H. Webster. pledging to car-
ry out covert assignments around
the globe with “fidelity tn the Consti-
iutlon,” was sworn in yesterday as
the new head of the Central Intelll-
fence Agency.

President Reagan, in brief re-
marks in which he praised the ClA
and its intelligence role, declited
that the United States “cannot sur-
vive . .. without a vigorous intelli-
gence agency capable of acting swift-
ly and (n secret.”

The president sald Mr. Webster
-~ a former prosecutor and federal
appellate court judge — was “step-
ping up to the leadership of an insti-
tution that by its very nature is a
likely subject of controversy. Yet it is
also irreplaceable, : a

“So long as | am president. | wiil
never consent to see our intelligence
capability undermined.” Mr. Reagan
told an audience of hundreds of in-

years as the director of the FB!, said
it was “difficult . . . to leave the De-
partment of Justice after so many
years.” o

He pledged to work closely with
Congress and to follow the letter of
the law in carrying out CIA's covert
operations. ‘

“We will work with the congres.
sional committees which must act In
secret matters as surrogates for the
Congress and the American people,
and we will be worthy of thetr trust,”
he satd. A

Mr. Webster sald that the CIA
“will diligently carry out our assign-
ments around the world, however
difficult, with fidelity to the Conatitu-
tion and the laws of our beloved
country, so help us God.™

He added a salute to the numer-
ous oflicials whom he called the “un-
seen soldiers of democracy.” who re-
mained indoors to protect their ano-
nymity, listening to the ceremony on
an audio speaker. ;

Mr. Webater took the helm of the

o ——

d been acting

ces at a ceremony beneath overcast™ “director since February, when Wil-

skics on the lawn of agency head-
quarters here.
Mr. Webster, 63. ending nine

llam J. Casey resigned after under-
going surgery to remave a brain tu-

mor. Mr. Casey dled earljer this

month.

Mr. Gates, who at one point war
nominated by the prestdent to suc
ceed Mr. Casey. withdrew his nam:
from constderation amid question:
about CIA Involvement in the Iran.
contra affair, which has strained re-
lations with Congress. :

Mr. Webster, who is recognized
for having restored public confi-
“dence in the FB, Is widely respected.
After prolonged hearings, he was
confirmed May 19 by the Senate in a
94-1 vote.

His confirmation hearings, inttal-
ly expected to be swift and glitch-
free. ran into brief difficuity when it
was disclosed that he had been told
as carly as last Oct. 30 that Lt. Col.
Oliver L. North, the fired National
Security Council aide, could be tar-
geted in a criminal probe because of
his rale in assisting the Nicaraguan
contra rebels. ,

In testimony. Mr. Webster élso

disciosed that he had been tald Colo-
CIA fmx_g,(mg!l ence veteran‘Bobert}
- . telligence experts and CIA employ-4A~N who

nel North had warned the FB{ that
an investigation it had initiated into
the activities of Southern Alr Trans-
port could thwart secret negotiations
almed at gaining the release of U.S.
hostages {n Lebanon.

2

y

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/08/24 : CIA-RDP99-01448R000301310022-7



